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University in the spotlight: Heidelberg
University

Situated in one of Germany’s most beautiful cities, Heidelberg University is Germany’s
oldest university and an important center of modern research and teaching in all Europe.
With over 160 study programs, Heidelberg offers a range of subject combinations nearly
unparalleled in Germany, thus creating a perfect setting for individualized and
interdisciplinary studies.
From its very beginnings in the year 1386, the university has welcomed and profited from
the international perspective students and scholars from abroad bring to its academic and
cultural life. Today, Heidelberg University is tied into a worldwide network of research and
teaching collaborations and has a distinctly international profile.
The University’s international prominence is also reflected in its student population: around
18% of Heidelberg’s more than 30,000 students and around one fourth of the enrolled
doctoral candidates come from abroad.

Dialogue Beyond Traditional Disciplinary Boundaries
The university places special emphasis on initiating and maintaining a dialogue across
traditional subject boundaries and developing new forms of interdisciplinary cooperation.
The following are four of Heidelberg University's outstanding research areas, the so-called
Fields of Focus (FoF):
FoF 1: Molecular and cellular basis of life
FoF 2: Structure and pattern formation in the material world
FoF 3: Cultural dynamics in globalised worlds
FoF 4: Self-regulation and regulation: individuals and organisations

The university also recognizes two clusters of excellence, which represent additional
research foci:
Exzellenzcluster Asia and Europe in a Global Context
Exzellenzcluster Cellular Networks
Another strength of Heidelberg University lies in its numerous collaborations and alliances
with non-university research institutions such as the German Cancer Research Center or
the European Molecular Biology Laboratory. These institutions, working alongside the
university, form an internationally competitive research network, providing a wide
assortment of contact and cooperation possibilities for Heidelberg University researchers
and students.

Studying and Living in a Cosmopolitan Atmosphere
Heidelberg’s cosmopolitan and student-friendly atmosphere is one of the city’s
distinguishing characteristics. Heidelberg is a lively center of the Rhine-Neckar metropolitan
region and is marked by its high density of research-intensive industry and conglomeration
of scientific research institutions. These institutions, working alongside the university, form
an internationally competitive research network, providing a wide assortment of contact and
cooperation possibilities for Heidelberg University researchers and students.

Both the city and the university offer a huge variety of sports and leisure activities, as well
as numerous theatres, renowned film and music festivals and a large number of museums,
creating a sophisticated and diverse cultural atmosphere. Popular sights include the worldfamous Heidelberg Castle, the historic streets and alleys in the old city and the
Philosopher’s Path, one of the most beautiful mountain hiking trails in Europe. For more
information on studying in Heidelberg please see this page.
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Review of the EuroScholars Program by Andrew
Goldfarb
Spring 2014, Leiden University / The College of New Jersey
I have always been fascinated by genetics as an identical twin. I remember at a young age
taking pride in the fact that my brother and I are literal biological clones of each other. When
I turned 18 years old, this fascination led me to study Biology at The College of New Jersey,
just an hour’s drive from where I grew up. I took my first steps into a genetic research lab
during my freshman year, initially studying DNA in snakes and then later in crabs. From
those experiences, I knew that genetic research was the career I wanted to pursue, though
I was looking for a more human disease focus, something my small liberal arts college did
not offer.

The EuroScholars program provided me with an amazing opportunity to pursue my
research interests and venture outside of the “Jersey bubble.” When first applying to
EuroScholars, I was unsure on which lab I wanted to join, let alone which country to live in. I
was really fortunate to communicate with a EuroScholars representative, who listened to
my scientific interests, and was able to identify several labs which were highly tailored to my
goals. That’s how I found myself in the Human Genetics Department of Leiden University in
the Netherlands. For seven months during my sophomore year, I examined a genetic
engineering strategy called exon skipping in order to treat a genetic disease called
CADASIL, which is a heritable stroke and dementia syndrome. I daily worked with human
cells from patients who had the disease, injected genetic material into those cells to modify
them, and then analyze the effect in order to assess whether our strategy could be used to
treat CADASIL. Each day I would ride my bicycle to the medical center in Dutch style, and
work with scientists in an international setting. Although English was the standard language
of communication, my skills learning Dutch in a language course made me feel more
immersed in the culture. My time in this lab convinced me to pursue a Ph.D. in the
biomedical sciences.

Even though my time in Leiden and EuroScholars passed, the connection persisted when I
returned to The College of New Jersey and even beyond. During my junior year, I
presented the results of my abroad research at a national scientific conference, and later at
a regional convention, where I was awarded first prize for an oral presentation. My
extensive experience working with small fragments of genetic material made me a
competitive candidate for a summer internship at Harvard University’s Systems Biology
program, where I helped develop a genomic diagnostic method for the Ebola crisis. During
my senior year, more than a year after I left Leiden, my abroad work was accepted to be
published in a scientific journal. In applying to Ph.D. programs, my EuroScholars
experience was pivotal in guaranteeing my acceptances. Not only did my principal
investigator (PI) from Leiden provide me with a strong letter of recommendation, but also
each interviewer asked about my abroad research without fail.
I ultimately decided to accept a Ph.D. offer from Harvard University in their Biological and
Biomedical Sciences program. I am writing this article just three days after moving to
Boston to begin my first year, and I couldn’t be more excited for the future and grateful for

the past. Perhaps not surprisingly, my past with EuroScholars still influences my future. The
first lab rotation I selected will be on the same genetic disease, CADASIL, that I studied in
Leiden. In fact, the PI of this lab collaborates with my previous PI from Leiden University. If I
decide to join this lab for my thesis, I foresee designing a project that meets the goals of
both labs, perhaps even establishing my previous PI a co-mentor, and me traveling back
and forth between Boston and Leiden. Just an idea for now, but we’ll see.

New project at KU Leuven
KU Leuven is happy to announce the following new research project available through the
EuroScholars Program:
“Real-time analysis of connectivity in the human brain using high-density
electroencenphalography”

Upcoming conferences 2016:
September 13 – 16
EAIE (European Association for International Education), Liverpool UK
www.eaie.org
Some of the members of the EuroScholars Consortium will attend the EAIE. Should you like
to schedule a meeting, please contact: Ms. Usha Mohunlol
(u.c.mohunlol@sea.leidenuniv.nl).

euroscholars.eu info@euroscholars.eu (512) 480-8522
ISA, 1112 W. Ben White Blvd., Austin, TX 78704
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