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Session outline 

V Introduction 

VWhy is undergraduate research in an international 
setting important for the student and scientific 
community? (Bessie Guerrant) 

VWhy and how does a North American institution 
stimulate their students to do undergraduate 
research abroad? (Kathleen Horn) 

V Accommodating undergraduate research semester 
abroad at European institutions. (Usha Mohunlol) 

V Q & A 



Introduction 

Bessie M. Guerrant Ed.Spec., Associate Director, The Office of Undergraduate 
Research at University of Kentucky 

VResponsible for faculty/program development and undergraduate research 
assessment 

VMore than 20 years of experience in the field of Higher education 

Kathleen Horn,  Program Manager, Office of International Education at University of 
Denver 

VAdvises on DU Partner programs abroad and is the communications and outreach 
manager 

VLived abroad for almost 10 years in the Netherlands and France 

Usha Mohunlol,  Coordinator European Office EuroScholars Program based at 
Leiden University 

VSupports the Executive Board and is the Higher Institutional Coordinator at Leiden 
University 

VAlmost 18 years of experience in the field of internationalization and international 
relations 

VCo-writer / co-editor of the article ñUndergraduate Research in Study Abroadò 

http://euroscholars.eu/advisors/euroscholars-presentations-and-publications/  
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University of Kentucky 

Bessie M. Guerrant Ed.Spec. 

Associate Director 

The Office of Undergraduate Research 

 
bguer00@uky.edu 

http://www.uky.edu/academy/UGResearch 



ñéUndergraduate Research is an inquiry or investigation conducted by 
an undergraduate student that makes an original intellectual or creative 
contribution to the discipline.ò 

Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) 

 

VResearch methods, approaches, and outcomes vary with the field of 
study.  

VExamples of fields of study: STEM, Humanities, Social Sciences, 
Business and Finance / Management, Law etc. 

Undergraduate research 



Article on the Significance of 
undergraduate research 

(CUR Focus, F2009, volume 30, nr.1) 

Perspective: Reasons Deans and Provosts (and Presidents) Should 

Value, Support, and Encourage Undergraduate Research  

http://www.cur.org/assets/1/7/fall09brakke.pdf  

 

ñéRecent assessments of undergraduate research suggest that well-

organized programs can produce many benefits to students that include 

but also go beyond cognitive development. We know that students 

involved in undergraduate research gain self-confidence, are more likely 

to complete their undergraduate education, and are more likely 

to enter graduate school than are students who did not have a 

research experience ò. 
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Trends on the home campus 

Student and Faculty Research Partnerships 

V Offices of Undergraduate Research for All Students and Majors 

V Summer Research Opportunities for Honors and Top Students 

V National Student/Faculty Databases like ScholarBridge 

 

Research Abroad 

V Finding Opportunities like EuroScholars 

V Funding Support 

 

Benefits for Students and the Institution 

V Enhance curriculum, integrate research & teaching missions facilitates student 

recruitment and retention 



Trends in undergraduate research abroad 

PProliferation of undergraduate research symposia, colloquia 

& poster fairs  

PSpecial publications targeting undergraduate research 

PNew awards for undergraduate research abroad 

PTargeted scholarship & grant funding  

PIncreasing program development targeting undergraduate 

research 

PSpecific recruitment & admissions strategies 

PCurriculum integration efforts in STEM disciplines 

PIncreasing ñFeature Sessionsò on undergraduate research  

PGreater emphasis on faculty engagement  



University of Denver 

Kathleen Horn 

Program Manager 

Office of International Education 

 
kathleen.horn@du.edu 

www.du.edu/intl/abroad 



University of Denver & Education Abroad 

Students come to DU with the intention and understanding that they can and will 
study abroad, why is this? 

V Cherrington Global Scholars (CGS) initiative  

V Roughly 70% of our undergraduates study abroad each year  

V DU Partner Programs, students can keep all DU institutional financial aid during 
term abroad 

V INTZ 2501 and INTZ 2502 curriculum integration with international education 

ü Becoming a Global Citizen ς In-person 2 credit class the quarter prior to going 
abroad 

ü Being a Global Citizen ς On-line 1 credit class while students are abroad 

 



 DU and Undergraduate Research 

V DU Undergraduate Research Symposium  

V Pre-med students 

V Scholarships and PINs Grants 

V Study Abroad Programs with Research Components: 

V Experiential Focus 

V Internships 

V Lab Research 

 



University of Denver & Research Abroad 

V DU faculty members and the Office of International Education (OIE) are 

very supportive: 

ü Encourage students to take part in undergraduate research abroad. 

ü Help students to create their learning agreements. 

V Screening students through our nomination process, ISAôs application 

and EuroScholarsô standards sets students up for success. 

V DU sends between 3-5 students each year on the EuroScholars 

Program. 

V Growing our returnee outreach program; DU Global Ambassadors, to 

encourage ongoing research and personal growth from their time 
abroad. 



 DU Honors students and Research 

 
 

 

V Honors students can often use research done on the EuroScholars 

Program to count for their Honors Seminar, which is a requirement for 

being in the Honors program at DU. 

V When DU students return from the EuroScholars Program they often 

use their research done abroad to tie into their Senior thesis. 



DU Honors student: Kylie Van Hoesen 
University of Geneva 

http://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/17/5/638/html   


